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more St. Louis sludge |

By LINDA N. WELLER
of the Journal Staff

The Edwardsville city councll
recently was notilied of an addi-
tional substance, sewage {reatment
plant (STP) grit, to be dumPed at
the SCA-Barton landfill on Wanda
Road. i

That dumping is pending approval
of a supplemental permit from the
Illinois Environmental Protection

Agjgncy. : : .

he landfill is located on Wanda
Road in Roxana, but Edwardsville
was nolified, nonetheless, says city

clerk Jack Cunningham, *“‘Because -

it is state law. Landfills could take
anything they wanted in the past, un-
til Wilsonville. Now, anything that

might affett the water system or
surrounding environment--
theoretically anything ~
objectionable--they notify all adjoin-

communities."”.

in e
éunningham said the council had

the option to object to issuance of

" such permits by the EPA, but in city
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history, *'no such action has ever

been taken,' he said. , T
The cily's waler treatment. plant

on Poag

area, though not in close proximity

as the dump, The city's waler source -

is ground water, however, filterin

City public works director Jerry F.
Lavelle said dumping the wesle did
nol pose a danger to the city’s water
quality: *'That is one of those lhinﬁs
on which we have to depend on the
EPA. What is put into the landfill is

not as important as how it is run. -

Materials must be properly covered,
pro?erly compacted. There must be
strict conformance to EPA
restrictions.” :

An EPA spokesman also assured
residents of areas surrounding the

" landfill that although the dumping of

the grit required speclal permit,
there was no danger of
contamination.

" “'The

"+ sewage through various processes,”

said
‘special waste unit of the EPA's’
residual management séction. *It

- “consists of rocks, grit, chunks. of

_ . thread, and some water. Thereis ;-

- ‘some bacterla in it, but it is not - .Y .

~ harmful.,” Flynnsaid the grit ls mix. " .

. ed with some waler, an
- "sludgey sludge*. s - e L
" The special permit, F‘l{nn explaln-"" .-

"7 ed, I8 required for *‘all

* _ other than household

.. call everylhing specia )

hazardous and non-hazardous.’. . . ~

_ Flynn said "once the sludge, or -

5, F

materials

sewage (reatment plant grit, -is
dumped operators of the lan fill are
requiredto cover it with six Inches of

dirt before the day's end. The Barton’: .

landfill is expecled to receive 3,000

cubic yards per year of the grit, said .

from the Le May:

Flynn, originatin
4 ¥ ﬁ.y-'(Melro olitan

treatment facil
Sewer District) in St. Louls

plants,” said Flynn, “'because they
arc the closest and due to
prices the landfills charge
Flynn continued,
volumes of the §rit, dumping them
_inlandfills Is perfectly fine.'" He said
utilizing the grit for other purposes
would be too cxpensive. Flynn

here."-

reiterdted that risks {o the surroun-.

ding :environment, as, far as they

1 = know, are.close to "“none.’" .

Road is in the same general .

uplhrmﬁh porous bottémland sand. -

rit is ‘obtained from raw

an Flynn, permit manager of -

termed it

Farbage. We ' ;
waste, both -

ounty. -

*'Landfills in llinois take most of -
the waste from St. Louls treatment - -
éhe lower -

"'Fer . large '






